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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 01636 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, GE 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF WERNER LAMBERZ. 

REF: BERLIN 18 (NOTAL) 

1 . GDR RADIO ANNOUNCED ON MORNING OF MARCH 7 THAT GDR 
POLITBURO MEMBER WERNER LAMBERZ WAS KILLED IN A HELICOPTER 
CRASH IN LIBYA. ALSO KILLED WERE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
PAUL MARKOWSKI AND OTHER GDR AND LIBYAN OFFICIALS. NO 
FURTHER DETAILS HAVE AS YET BEEN GIVEN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 01636 071632Z 

2. LAMBERZ WAS IN LIBYA AS SPECIAL ENVOY OF GDR PARTY 
CHIEF HONECKER AND HAD MET WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY 
TURAYKI. 

3. LAMBERZ WAS A KEY FIGURE IN THE GDR. SOMETIMES DES- 
CRIBED AS HONECKER’S HEIR APPARENT. LAMBERZ WAS A MEMBER 
OF THE POLITBURO AND WAS CENTRAL COMMITTEE PARTY SECRE- 
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TARY FOR AGITATION AND PROPAGANDA IN WHICH CAPACITY HE 
CONTROLLED GDR RADIO, TELEVISION, PRESS AND PROPAGANDA 
ACTIVITIES. LAMBERZ HAS BEEN CLOSELY INVOLVED IN THE GDR’S 
ACTIVIST FOREIGN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA 
(REFTEL). HIS INTEREST IN AFRICA GOES BACK TO 1961 WHEN 
HE BECAME VICE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN-AFRICAN SOCIETY. 

4. LAMBERZ WAS FOR SOME TIME ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL MEN 
IN THE GDR. ALTHOUGH HIS METEORIC RISE TO POWER WAS 
ATTRIBUTED, IN PART, TO HIS BEING A PROTEGE OF HONECKER'S, 
THERE WAS SPECULATION THAT THERE HAD BEEN DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE TWO AND THAT LAMBERZ LOST SOME OF HIS 
INFLUENCE. WHATEVER THE TRUTH TO THAT STORY, LAMBERZ 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN IN GOOD GRACE IN RECENT MONTHS. HE 
TRAVELED ABROAD FREQUENTLY, WAS A MEMBER OF THE GDR DELE- 
GATION TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY SECRETARIES MEETING IN 
BUDAPEST AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, AND HAD BEEN APPEARING 
REGULARLY IN PICTURES WITH HONECKER. 

5. WHILE LAMBERZ WAS CERTAINLY ACTIVE IN THE AREA OF 
GDR POLICY TOWARD AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST, WE WOULD 
NOT EXPECT TO SEE ANY CHANGES IN THIS POLICY AREA AS A 
RESULT OF HIS DEATH. MORE IMPORTANT WILL BE WHO SUCCEEDS 
LAMBERZ AS CHIEF OF PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION, A POWERFUL 
POSITION IN THE GDR. LAMBERZ WAS ALSO REPORTEDLY AN 
IMPORTANT IDEOLOGUE IN THE POLITBURO AND WOULD HAVE BEEN 
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INFLUENTIAL IN A VARIETY OF POLITICAL AREAS. HIS DEATH 
WILL PROBABLY HAVE SOME IMPACT ON GDR POLICY 
MAKING, ALTHOUGH PROBABLY NOT A DRAMATIC ONE. WHETHER 
HIS DEATH MEANS THE REMOVAL OF AN ALLY OR AN ADVERSARY 
FOR HONECKER WE CANNOT SAY, BUT IT DOES REMOVE ONE OF 
THE MORE TALENTED AND YOUNGER MEMBERS OF THE LEADERSHIP. 

6. PAUL MARKOWSKI, ALSO KILLED IN THE HELICOPTER 
CRASH, WAS HEAD OF THE INTERNATIONAL SECTION OF THE SED 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND ONE OF HONECKER'S CLOSEST ADVISORS 
ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. BOLEN 
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